Contemporary Personalities
tive mental organism, could have supported the anxieties amid which he walked with a heart serene, confident, unshakable.
He has been much helped in his public career by a certain infectious and merry charm, which few of those thrown into his company have ever found it possible to resist. No one is better company. It is not so much that he ever says anything extraordinarily witty in company; it is that he creates an atmosphere of easy and pleasant bonhomie, amid which all his guests seem [to think ai^d talk with spontaneity and enjoyment. Perhaps Lord Northcliffe, before the two men quarrelled, had this quality in his mind when he spoke of. the "little Welsh wizard." It has guided him successfully along the doubtful and puzzling mazes of many conferences, national and international. With its aid he has rounded many a difficult-political corner and compassed many a menacing crisis.
I should suppose that history, in* all its changing pages, can hardly exhibit a more amazing develop-, ment than  that from the careless  Welsh  peasant boy to the statesman who flung Emperors from their i thrones,  and re-drew the map  of Europe with an 'almost  Bolshevist  pen.   Nor   does  it  matter  that in the  process  he sometimes  confused a province with  a  river.    No   man  can  know  everything.    I am not  concerned  here to  discuss  the  merits   or demerits of the Treaty of Versailles ;   still less to examine, like Mr. Henderson, how far that Treaty can or will survive.   But, for good or bad, the influence and the ascendancy which he established in Paris were among the most remarkable achievements of a remarkable life.   There is about him a certain
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